Outline 2.3-2.12

Promises:
· Need a powerful memory and confidence in the future to hold a promise

· People make promises not because of their “social mores” but because they are “master[s] of” their “own free will.”

Conscience:
· Defines how German words for “guilt” and “debt” are similar. This indicates that guilt originally had nothing to do with accountability.

· Nietzsche goes to explain how punishment in the past was given out not based on the amount of guilt a person has, but how much their debt is.

· Punishment made sure that these promises were “burned in” to the person’s mind. If they do not repay a debt, the creditor punishes them, so that they will keep their promise next time.

· Nietzsche comments on how inflicting punishment on other people is “fun.” He backs this up by explaining how older societies, although there was a great deal of suffering, there was also a lot of happiness.

· He thinks that Gods were invented so that all human suffering would be “seen” by someone.

Creditor and Debtor, Community and Individuals:
· Creditors can punish debtors that do not keep their promises.

· People who do not follow the laws of a community not only do not keep their promise. Offenders also hurt other people, which is why such severe punishments are inflicted.

· Powerful communities can withstand offenders, so the punishments are not as harsh. In a weak community, where disobedience could affect the entire group, harsh punishments are enforced.
· An example of this in modern day life is the word “mercy.” This word describes a powerful person letting an offender “off the hook.”

Justice:
· Nietzsche explains how people cannot easily show justice towards a person who has harmed them.

· The nobles, who are very strong and thus less harsh, are actually closer to obtaining justice than the poor, “ressentiment” people are. The man of ressentiment is saturated in prejudice and deception, so that justice cannot be obtained.

· With justice, it is not a person who gets revenge on another person. It is justice that gets revenge on another person.
“Will to Power”: 

· Nietzsche stresses that concepts do not have any purpose at all. It is a “will to power” that acts upon the concept, which finally gives the concept a purpose. However, different wills can act upon the concept, creating different purposes. People create concepts for their own selfish gain rather than for what the concept stands for.

· According to Nietzsche, punishment has always existed, but the purpose for punishing has changed.

· For example, hurting a person may be described in two ways: as bullying, or acting in self-defense. In the first case, the “will” described is one craving for power over another. In the second case, the “will” described is an act of self-protection and preservation. The deed may be the same, but the will is very different. 

